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campaign idea for the Koch brothers was the explosion of a massive,
controlled detonation. But despite the media attention, there’s no

evidence that the $40 million that the brothers had spent on political ads
and on spreading misinformation actually had a discernible effect on the
outcome of the 2012 presidential election. And we still don’t know how

much the Kochs spent to mount their effort. Another clue: the same Koch
people are now working for the Putin government of Russia, which works
as hard as the Kochs to curtail democracy by allegedly hacking, and then
releasing, stolen emails and social media, to the point that it’s now the
subject of an FBI probe. [Update: A separate Justice Department probe

has been opened into ties between the Trump campaign and the Russian
government.] This certainly works in the Kochs’ favor. It’s the ad that

gets remembered. And in the lead-up to a presidential election, it works
even better. The disaster with the Koch brothers’ misbegotten PR

campaign had a lot of lessons. If there’s ever a political campaign in
which the Kochs think there’s a risk that their political ideas will be

damaged, the Kochs should stay away from the campaign. It’s almost
certainly not worth the money they spent on a false propaganda

campaign that e79caf774b
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